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AGENDA

4th  MEETING BETWEEN EUIPO BOARDS OF APPEAL AND APPEAL BODIES OF MEMBER STATE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICES


DATE: 17 September 2026


VENUE: EUIPO and ZOOM




Contact person:
Ms Janka BUDOVIČOVÁ, EUIPO Boards of Appeal, Tel: +34 96513 8632/ Mobile +34 666 430 230
E-mail: BoACooperation@euipo.europa.eu





Objective:

The purpose of the 4th Meeting between the EUIPO Boards of Appeal and the Appeal Bodies of Member State Intellectual Property Offices is to benchmark best practices in trade mark and design law and in procedural matters of appeal proceedings. 





	
Thursday 17 September 2026





	
09:00 – 17:00



Chair: Mr. Sven STÜRMANN 
President of the EUIPO Boards of Appeal 

	08:45 
	Bus transfer from the hotel

	

	9:00 – 9:15
	Welcome coffee

	

	09:15 – 9:25
	Opening session

	
	Welcome speech and opening remarks
Mr. Sven STÜRMANN, President of the EUIPO Boards of Appeal 


	9:25 – 10:15     
	 Headlines from the Boards of Appeal

	                                

	Presentation                                                                           30 mins 
Speaker: Mr. Sven STÜRMANN, President of the EUIPO Boards of Appeal 
Discussion                                                                            20  mins                                                            

	10:15 – 10:55
	Boards of Appeal Quality Initiatives
· Study and Expert Opinion on Quality 
· Holistic Case Management
· Case Law Analysis Tracking System (CATS)
· User Feedback Exercise

	
	BoA speaker:                                                                   20 mins
Discussion                                                                       20 mins.

	
	

	10:55 – 11:20
	Coffee break

	
	

	11:20 – 12:30     
	Recent case law on absolute and relative grounds

	
	

Recent Boards of Appeal case law, including Grand Board decisions 

Presentation                                                                  20 mins.

BoA Speaker: 


National case law:

National Appeal Body´s speaker (IP Court):                  15 mins.
                            
National Appeal Body´s speaker ( Board of Appeal /Appeal Department): 
                                                                                       15 mins.                                      


Discussion                                                                      20 mins. 



	12:30 – 12:45
	Family photo

	


	




	12:45 – 14:30
	Lunch at the OAMI restaurant

	


	





	14.30 – 16:00
	Panel discussion:
The topic – to be selected  
· Trade Mark applications made in bad faith 
· Intersection between the trade marks and geographical protection, evocation of geographical indications
· Challenges of trade mark genuine use
· Family of marks
· Descriptiveness of names of colours
· Any other?

	
	
Presentation                                                                    10 mins.
 
BoA Speaker:  

Interactive Panel discussion

Perspective from 4 Appeal Bodies (each 10 mins)

Discussion                                                                      40 mins.


	16:15 – 16:45
	Mediation Centre: showcase 2026 and cooperation initiatives with National IPOs and their Appeal Bodies and National Courts 

	
	Presentation                                                    20 mins.
BoA Speaker:
Discussion                                                       10 mins.

	
	

	16:45 – 17:00 
	Final remarks and next steps

	
	

	17:00 
	End of the meeting
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